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In early 2011 we had no idea 
what Complete Streets were 
We put out an RFP for a streetscape 

plan for the downtown area which 
related, but not nearly 

as comprehensive



Complete Streets
Complete Streets are streets that are designed, operated and maintained with 
everyone in mind, regardless of age or physical ability. They enable safe 
access for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public transportation users of 
all ages and abilities. 

Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, bicycle to 
work, and support transit. 

Supporting bicycle, pedestrian and transit modes helps revitalize communities 
and attract new development, which in turn can boost property values. 

There is no singular design for a Complete Street; each street is unique and 
must be designed in response to its community context.







Complete Streets Master Plan Overview

DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE WORKING GROUP

Began meeting in October of 2011

Group changed and grew beyond a formal 
working group

Responsibilities & Commitment:
• Members have a specific area of expertise, are representing a 

stake holder group, or both 
• Responsible to share information with other stakeholders and 

bring it forward to the Working Group
• Make well educated, informed, and unified decisions
• To understand complete streets, streetscape enhancements, 

goals we’re trying to achieve
• Provided local input to City’s Consultant Team

Still involved as implementation phases continue

Picture shows early field trip by 
DSSWG members looking at already 

constructed example projects
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About Downtown New Britain

There are many good things to say about 
New Britain & there are many things to 
capitalize on: 

Opportunities - Downtown NB already 
has the key ingredients of a livable
downtown: 

• Compact & highly walkable area
• Shopping & restaurants
• Affordable residential housing in the  

downtown & throughout the City
• Historical and Cultural destinations 

like Broad Street’s “Little Poland”
• Strong Arts Community & the NB 

Museum of American Art   
• Very strong Parks System
• Public facilities (CCSU, Library, 

Hospital)
• These we couldn’t easily create if 

they didn’t already exist….  



Complete Streets Master Plan Excerpts and Examples Design Standards

Images show excerpts from the Master Plan that relate to brick pavers and paver patterns developed as 
design standards for the downtown streetscape. These were developed and approved through the 

Downtown Streetscape Working Group. As the first phase of construction was completed prior to the 
completion of the Complete Streets Master Plan these images show the design standards actually being 

applied in downtown New Britain.  





Complete Streets Projects Identified in our Master Plan







- Central Park & Civil War Memorial



- Central Park & Civil War Memorial



- Central Park & Civil War Memorial



- Central Park & Civil War Memorial



- Central Park & Civil War Memorial



Complete Street Phase 3



- Gateway to Downtown & Bus Connectivity



- Gateway to Downtown & Bus Connectivity

Leo A. Milewski
Park Sculpture  

Project Highlights:
1. $3.2 Mil. Project (100% Grant Funded)
2. Created Gateway into Downtown from the East 
3. Moved Local Bus Hub Parallel to CTfastrak (Connectivity)
4. Place making focused on Public Art & creating new public spaces
5. Improved pedestrian and bicycle connectivity
6. Completed in 2018



- Gateway to Downtown & Bus Connectivity

New Britain Complete 
Streets 
Phase 4

In Construction
2017-18



- Gateway to Downtown & Bus Connectivity

New Britain 
Complete Streets 

Phase 4

Completed Fall of 2018



Complete Street Phase 4









- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge

In terms of making downtown New 
Britain a more  livable, walkable, 

and attractive community 
reconnecting the two sides of the 

downtown area split by the 
construction of Route 72 was 

identified as the most critical and 
most complex.   





- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge













“Industria implet alveare et melle fruitur”

– translated from Latin – means:

"Industry fills the hive and enjoys the honey." 

- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge





- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge





Value Engineering
Removed Planted Median 
Used Standard Planters
Reduced Size of the Hive
Removed Cantilever
Removed Treatment s to 
Highway Median









- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge



- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge



- Downtown Connectivity – Beehive Bridge































Beehive Bridge Awards to Date



Other Complete Steets
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Other Downtown TOD



Downtown New Britain TOD




